Frequently Asked Questions

Why do firefighters break windows and cut holes in roofs when the fire is inside a building? It seems that they are causing more damage than the fire.

Fire in a building creates a tremendous amount of heat and smoke. In many instances, firefighters must remove this heat and smoke before they can get close enough to extinguish the fire. Heat and smoke rise, so cutting a hole in the roof and breaking out windows in strategic locations allows the smoke to vent upwards, allowing cool air to enter the structure from below. We call this "ventilation". This improves visibility and lowers heat conditions for the firefighters inside, allowing them to quickly and safely extinguish the fire. Remember, heat and smoke cause damage too, so ventilation will actually reduce overall damage to a building and contents.
If I were trapped in a burning building, would firefighters be able to rescue me?
This all depends on you and the fire protection features of the building you are in at the time of the fire. Relying on the expertise and resources of your local firefighters to save you in a fire is risky at best. The best rescue is self-rescue. Install smoke detectors in your home, and check them monthly. Have a fire escape plan that includes 2 ways out of each room/home, and practice it. Learn what to do in the event of fire in your home. Never re-enter a burning building. If you panic, your chances of survival decrease drastically. If you are trapped and you know the fire department is on scene, make your location known by yelling, opening a window and dropping something out, or calling 9-1-1 and relaying your location to the dispatcher. Stuff bedding or towels under the door to keep deadly smoke and gases out of the room. Do not hide under a bed or table! Stay near a window or doorway. Firefighters are taught to search under windows and doorways during rescue searches. If you are on a second floor you may be able to hang from a window and drop to the ground without suffering significant injury. This option should be considered a last resort, when smoke and/or heat make the room you are in uninhabitable.


Do not tailgate, "draft", or follow a responding apparatus closely. 
Not only is this illegal, you run the risk of collision as vehicles pull back out into traffic after the emergency vehicle goes by.
Can we schedule a fire engine presentation or station tour?
Yes, contact the Fire Department at 989-792-7596 ext. 17 and we will be happy to assist you with your request.


When I see an emergency vehicle approaching while I am driving, should I always pull over to the right and stop?
State law, and common sense, dictates that vehicles yield to emergency vehicles that are operating their emergency lights and siren. Emergency vehicle drivers are taught to pass on the left whenever possible when responding in an emergency mode. When safe, slow down, pull over to the right, and stop. However, there are circumstances where that may not be possible (if you car is already stopped, and you don't have anywhere to pull over). Simply stay put until the emergency vehicle goes around you. If you are blocking the route of the emergency vehicle, and you are able to pull ahead and over into a clear area, use your turn signal to indicate your intentions, and proceed at a safe speed. Never slam on the brakes and stop in the middle of the road when you see apparatus approaching. Make no sudden moves. If an emergency vehicle is approaching from the opposite direction, you should pull over and stop. You have no idea if they are proceeding down the road, or are planning on turning into a driveway or intersection right in front of you. You are not required to slow down or pull over for emergency vehicles that are responding in the opposite direction on a divided highway.


Questions & Answers About Emergency Vehicles For Safer Driving
Ten important questions and answers every motorist should know about emergency vehicles to become a more knowledgeable driver. 
Q. What steps should drivers take to ensure they could hear the approach of an emergency vehicle?

A. When windows are closed, drivers should remain alert for flashing lights by looking in their rear view mirrors. Radio or stereo systems should be set at a level that allows sirens or horns to be heard. Cellular phone users should concentrate on safely operating the vehicle and maintain an awareness of their surroundings. Motorists with cellular phones should use hands-free features, such as speakerphone and voice dialing, or have a passenger dial the call.

Q. Should motorists stop when they see or hear an emergency vehicle approaching with emergency lights and siren operating?

A. Yes. Upon the approach of any emergency vehicle giving audible signal by siren, the operator of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way by pulling to the right-hand side of the roadway until the emergency vehicle has passed.

Q. What should drivers do on a multi-lane road when they are in the middle lane and the emergency vehicle is in the right lane?

A. Pull over to the left side of the road and stop until the emergency vehicle has passed. Always use common sense when driving on a multi-lane road.

Q. When drivers approach an emergency vehicle scene, what precautions should they take?

A. Do not make the emergency scene worse. Drivers should maintain a safe driving speed, keep their eyes on the road and follow directions from authorized personnel. Be aware that other emergency vehicles may be approaching the scene.

Q. At a fire scene, can motorists drive over a fire hose stretched across the street?

A. No.

Q. What should drivers be aware of when approaching a fire station?

A. Upon approaching a fire station, motorists should be aware that fire department vehicles might be entering the street responding to a call for help. If this happens to you -- STOP - and allow the emergency vehicle or vehicles to proceed.

Q. Is it illegal to follow an emergency vehicle too closely when the warning lights and siren are operating?

A. YES. A driver should not follow an authorized emergency vehicle responding to a call or alarm closer than 500 feet. Also, a driver should not park his or her vehicle within 300 of fire department vehicles that have stopped at an emergency scene.

Q. Do pedestrians have the right-of-way over an emergency vehicle responding with lights and siren operating?

A. NO. Pedestrians should remain on the sidewalk and wait until the emergency vehicle has passed. Pedestrians should always exercise caution and be aware of their safety. 

Q. While responding to a call for help, what can emergency vehicles do that motorists cannot?

A. An operator of an emergency vehicle must have warning lights and siren operating to do the following: Exceed the speed limit, proceed through stop signs and stop lights, travel in opposing traffic lanes, and drive the wrong way on a one-way street. While emergency vehicles can disregard traffic laws, operators must drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using roadways.

Q. When an emergency vehicle is approaching me on a divided highway, do drivers have to pull to the right and stop?

A. NO, because the road is separated by a barrier or median. Occasionally an emergency vehicle may travel in the wrong direction on a divided highway. If this occurs, reduce your speed, yield the right of way and proceed cautiously. 


How does the strength of fire protection in your community affect your homeowner’s insurance policy premium?
Part of the premium is determined by the strength of the fire protection provided to your home by the Township. The quality of fire protection for a given area is determined by an organization sponsored by the insurance industry. This organization is known as the ISO. ISO grades fire protection for an area on a 1-10 grading system (1 being the best).
The Kochivlle Fire Department has an ISO Class 6 rating in hydrant areas and a 9 in non-hydrant areas.
Lower ISO Rating = More Industry = Lower Property Tax


I recently received a telephone call asking for a donation that benefits my local Fire Department. Who receives the donations?
The Kochville Fire Department does not solicit donations. All Department funding comes from the Taxes, grants and cost recovery, although we accept donations, we do not ask for them.


How are employees of the Fire Department hired?
In order to be hired as a Firefighter for the Kochville Township Fire Department, candidates must interview with two staff officers first, pass a physical and physical agility test. Pass a back ground check and must have less than 2 points are their driving record. Any inquiries regarding the hiring process should be directed to the fire chief 989-791-3473.


