Press Release

Kochville Township Fire Department would like to announce that the Engine-7jr project is completed. In 2003, Assistant Fire Chief, Paul Behmlander found a Taylor-Dunn burden cart for sale and he purchased it for himself. After showing numerous firefighters his purchase, it was decided that the Kochville Firefighters Association would purchase this burden cart from A/C Behmlander for the same amount he purchased it for, $600.00, and designate it a fire prevention project. 

We had Association members form a committee to complete this project. Our goals were the following:

1. No tax money will be used. 

2. No timeline will be established.

3. This will be used to promote fire prevention. 

4. Once completed, it will be given to the fire department.

The members of the Association voted to put away $50.00 a quarter to start the fund. In 2005, the Association sold hot dogs and pop at our community’s annual “Kochville Days” event. Finally, we had money and were off and running (after two years).

Our first step, in 2003, was to check it out mechanically. Kurt Hoffman (Hoffman’s Power Equipment) donated this service at no charge. The unit was mechanically sound. 

We then contacted a local tool and die company, Saginaw Pattern and Machine, and the co-owner, Jim Kruske, agreed to fabricate any additions that would be needed. We delivered the unit to him in the 2004. Mr. Kruske worked on the project during the company’s slow time at no charge. He also stored the burden cart for us until the majority of the work started in the fall of 2005. 

After fabrication was completed, we found another local business to donate the use of a fabrication paint shop; Dubays Body Shop agreed to donate the use of the shop and Tim Dubay donated his painting skills. We must say, Tim saw our vision and certainly went above and beyond what we expected in the paint job and put in over 80 hours of prepping and painting.  Another local vendor, who wishes to stay anonymous, donated $1500.00 worth of primer and paint. After the painting was completed, we sent the burden cart back to Saginaw Pattern and Machine for the installation of diamond plating. 

Let-R-Graphics donated the outside lettering and graphics; Apollo Fire Equipment donated emergency lighting and gave us a mini light bar and two small lights for the back of it; Front Line Services donated additional diamond plating; Saginaw Pattern and Machine donated fabrication and diamond plating; Sam’s Club donated one battery; and Wal-Mart donated one battery.

The committee met several times and designated Engine-7jr as its name. 

In March 2006, Engine-7jr was about 95% completed and delivered back to us so we could make any additions. 

We added a 15-gallon water tank so children could actually spray water like firefighters do. We added additional graphics to the 5 interior doors with fire prevention sayings; the children will see them when we open the doors and hand out the fire prevention literature. 

I would like to thank the following Association (E7-jr.) committee members. Matt Uptmor, Ryan Zissler, Todd Kwaiser, Barry Nelson and Dick Deshone. Without their time and commitment we would still be at step one.

In closing, this project would not be completed without the support of the local business community and our fire-related vendors. To them, we cannot say “Thank You!” enough.

Alan Malesky

Fire Chief

